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The New Franchise,

e p—

The Franchize hus been changed so
as loinclude every bona fide residoot
British sutject wbo shall take the
troable Lo have bis name placed on the
Volers List § and it bss also been
changed so as especially and effectoslly

toexclude Chivese and Indians. Oaur
local contemporary feels 'quite eertaiv?
that 1his last provision ‘will bave the
effoct of ki.liog the whole measure?
No one can bogirprised tLut the local
Chinese orgun sbould take thiw stand,
It will be remembered how it oppoced
every atlempt to make that class cf
residents couotribute their fair quota of
taxee, and bow it clamored agminst the
effort made by the memLer for Naovai-
mo to provent Cbiveee labor coming into
direct competition with thet of the
whites. Now, consistently encugh,
the Chinese organ is up in arms sgaio-
st the exc'usi n of 18 almond-ecyed pels
from tho political franchire, snd it pro-
t:sts that “Lrere nro bundreds, aye,
tbousands ol Chinese in the connlry,
patives of the Ccleny of ong Korg s
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&, who are legislated  agaiust 1o Lhy
justance.! Tuere doubtlees are; anc
that circumstavee constiiuted the cbie
reason for the expliet exclusion o
Chinese. Tho Bntish Government ba
an apdoubted rizht to  brecd long-
tailed subjects in Hoog Kong § Lut we
claim that this Province has the eon-
stitutivnsl right to decide whetber tha!
peculiur bieed of subioctg shull be en:
titled to vote for member:, or sit o
members ot our locsl Partimment.  Toe
Coostitation gives us tbp undoubed
power to eay who sball and  whe
sball not vwote atoar politioal elec-
tions, and ‘ritish Coumbia is bt
likely to surrender that powee in
favor of Clinese rerideuts, DBut it oc-
cuars (O uytbut, in the cuse ol ¢ar ccb-
temporary, the wish 1s lotber (o the
thooght, in tkis instance, It is ‘quite
certain? that the liberal z d and  iwgpro-
ved Iranchise will never become lsw,
beoause it does nol desire *hatit shoold,
Ite pro tem edior bas lopg been i spired
by a desire to eoter Purliument. He has
Blreudy mude two unsnccessfal atlempts
and, in both wnstancen found hunsell st
the foot of the poll. He doubtless cou=
tomplutes anotber eflopr 3 and, could
be lead his long-tailed pets to the poll
he might possiviy snccevd, There’s the
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